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Namgatmg the Pat/z to Perfectzon

A Guide to Islamic Laws, Individual Responsibility, and Expert Guidance.

Life is a journey toward closeness to Allah. To reach this destination safely, we require a
map (Ahkam), a guide (Marja *), and the readiness to embart; (Taklf).
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| Ahkam: The Map
for Perfection 5=~
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A striving for perfection * RESC
and keeping the love of -
Allah strong in our hearts.
To achieve this, we need
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Ahkam (Islamic Laws)
- Protective Boundaries
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our own benefit and leads
us on this path. Ahkam are

| | the practical instructions
I regarding what is permissible

and what is forbidden.
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k - Everything in Islam is for
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The Logic of Expertlse G

Why do we need to consult a scholar?

When we are sick,
we do not
self-diagnose.
We trust a doctor
who has spent
years studying the
studying the
complexities of
the human body.

To understand

Divine Law, we
trust a scholar
who has spent
years studying the
complexities of the
Qur'an, Hadtth,
and Arabic
grammar.
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The Heirs of the Prophets 55

The Process of ljtihad (Deriving Laws)
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7 AN %/ The Output: \\ g
/ The Sources \ The Muj tah : d \N ¥ Divine ].l?::'lw deriving laws
1. The Qur'an A\ §/ Ascholarqualifiedto N " : Itis a precise,
2.Hadith & Sunnah  \|DNSral perform ljtihad. > Reliable legal difficult process
(Traditions) P Uses logic, grammar, s Dpég:ﬁ?;ufﬁi;the SACqUIEING decades
3. Intellect (‘Agl) & IE==4)7" history, and theology (2 > of study.

Consensus R /\ tn analyze sources. A Muijtahid never
a/ vV W\ . invents" laws;

they discover
them within
the sources.
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A scholar capable of deriving

Fy

Hierarchy of Expertise:s=-
Mujtahid vs. Marja’
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Taqlid is performed

A top-tier Mujtahid who acts \

as a reference for others. f
Like a Specialist Surgeon.
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The Analogy: %
All surgeons are doctors, but
not all doctors are surgeons. |

Similarly, all Maraji‘ are
Mujtahids, butnotall
Mujtahids are Margji. (@&
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The Proﬁle Of a Mar]

Prerequisites for Authority
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™ Mujtahid (Possesses the faculty of ljtihad)
& Twelver Shi‘ah (Imami) S T
W/ Living (At the start of Taglid) /) Definition of ‘Just’ (‘Adil): "§

# A person of good character who i
¥/ Male . performs all Obligatory (Wajib) @

g Legitimate Birth R acts a_nd strictly iwnids all )
v/ Adult (Baligh) & Sane (‘Aqil) . ekl aCt'
D\/ Brave & Aware of the Conditions of the Time

NV Just (‘Adil) <
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Personal Expertise

If you are a learned scholar
yourself, you may identify
the expert through your
own testing.

Testimony

Testimony of two just,
learned experts who confirm
a specific person is the
most knowledgeable.

Cconsensus

When a group of learned
community members agree
on a specific Marja’,
creating confidence.
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Prominent Maraji‘ of Our Time 5=+
Primary references for the Shi‘ah community today. ©

Ayatullah ‘Alr Husayni Sistani Ayatullah Misa Shubayri Zanjani .y

Ayatullah ‘All Husayni Khamenei | Ayatullah Muhammad Ishaq Fayyad
Ayatullah Nagir Makarim Shirazi | Ayatullah Muhammad Sa‘id Hakim &
Ayatullah Wahid Khurasani ' Ayatullah Bashir Husayn Najafi

H[(:Ionnecting to Rulinga

4 Official Websites: sistahf.org, leader.ir, makarem.ir
4% Resources: ‘Islamic Laws’ (Tawdih al-Masa'il) books, Representatives, Local Scholars.
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Beliefs (‘Aga’id)
No Taqlid. We must understand
core beliefs (One God,

Prophets, Judgment)
ourselves through reason.

Laws (Ahkam)
Taqlid Required.
We emulate experts in
details (Prayer, Fasting,
Transactions).

You find money on the
ground. Can you keep
it? Give it to charity?

Instead of guessing,
you check your
Marja’s website.
Following that specific
ruling is the act of Taglid.
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The Five Categories of Action =
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Haram

(Forbidden)

P ——

" —
X

Punishment
for doing.

Lying, Stealing.

Must not do.
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Mubah

(Permissib'le)

~ Mustahab

(Recommended)

Wajib

(Disliked) (Obligatory)

Better not to do. Neutral. Reward for doing. Must do.
Spiritual Norewardor  No penalty for Punishment
consequences. punishment. skipping. for neglect.
Overeating. Sleeping, Walking.  Greeting with Salam. Daily Prayer, Fasting.
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The Power of Intention
Transforming Permissible Acts (Mubah) into Worship

Intention: Mustahab
(Mubah/Neutral) Strength for Worship (Rewarded Action)

S N Ordinary actions can change categories based on intention. Conversely, eating to
§ ) | excess causing sickness shifts from Permissible to Makrih or Haram.

S -
XY “Through proper intention, a Muslim’s entire life becomes an act of worship.” _ |
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Taklif: The Age of Responsibility

A celebratory invitation to spiritual maturity.

7 ¢ Definition: The age
7} when an individual

becomes a Mukallaf
(responsible
person).

| e ) Do

s Boys: Mukallaf
e Girls: Mukallafah
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¥/ Takiifis not a burden; \

it is a Great Honor.
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Itis an invitation from
the Creator. The angels
begin recording deeds,
marking the moment we i
are invited to know and | A
servetheOnewho

created and sustains us, A< Q8
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The Map: Ahkam (Divine Laws) :
" The Guide: The Marja’ (Expert Scholar)
The Invitation: Taklif (Responsibility)

—G o ———— E
Taqlid is the practical mechanism that ensures our actions align with Divine Will, \w‘

allowing us to navigate the complexities of life with confidence and peace. PN - I,
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