The 1,800km Journey of the Captives & The Heads

The Aftermath of Karbala: How a forced march of the Ahlulbayt across an empire
shattered Umayyad propaganda and awakened a resistance.
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The Umayyad Intent

To the Umayyad regime, parading

the surviving family of the Prophet
Muhammad and the severed heads
of the martyrs across 1,800
kilometers was designed to display
absolute victory, crush revolutionary
spirit, and terrorize the population
into submission.

Y/

The Historical Reality

In reality, this forced march became
the very mechanism that shattered
their legitimacy.

Over nearly three weeks, the
captives transformed an intended
procession of humiliation into a
relentless, empire-wide truth-telling
campaign.
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Total Distance: 1,800 Kilometers
Duration: Nearly 3 Weeks

Geography Crossed: Iraq, Turkey
(border regions), Syria, Lebanon

The 5 Stages
of the Journey

1. Karbala to Kufa:
The Immediate Aftermath

2. Kufa to Mosul:
The Northern Route

3. Mosul to Aleppo:
The Frontier

4. Aleppo to Baalbek:
The Boiling Point

5. The Gates of Damascus:
The Climax
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The Suppressed City

The captives are dragged into Kufa
on unsaddled camels. Fearing an s
uprising from a city that once served
as Imam Ali’s capital, Governor
Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad deploys
thousands of soldiers and bans

|
citizens from carrying weapons,
swords, or even walking sticks.

The Smuggled Head

Khawli ibn Yazeed Asbahi
rushes the head of Imam
Husayn to Kufa. Arriving at
night, he hides it under a
laundry drum in his home. His
wife, upon hearing his boast
of abundant wealth, curses
him and leaves.

“You weep and lament for us, then
who killed us?” — Imam Zayn
al-Abidin, exposing the betrayal of
the wailing crowds. -
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THE TLLUMINATED PATH OF AWAKENING

= ANATOMY OF A CLASH =~

. e
“I1 SAW

NOTHING
BUT
BEAUTY.”

— Sayyida Zaynab's legendary
response when asked how Allah

\ had dealt with her family /

THE DESECRATION

Ibn Ziyad arrogantly strikes the lips and
teeth of Imam Husayn with his cane.
Companion of the Prophet, Anas ibn Malik,
openly objects: “I have seen the
Messenger of Allah kiss those very lips.”
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THE DEFIANCE

Ibn Ziyad mocks the captives, claiming
Allah has humiliated them. Sayyida Zaynab
shatters his narrative, declaring that true
disgrace belongs only to the wicked.




THE TILLUMINATED PATH OF AWAKENING

= THE EVASIVE ROUTE NORTH ~

.....

MEII’I Route

Actual Evasive
Route

o Intended ‘

MH\

" FEAR OF THE TRIBES

Fearing attacks from tribes sympathetic to

Imam Husayn, the Umayyad escort deliberately

abandons main highways, significantly
prolonging the suffering of the captives.

~ TIKRIT'S AWAKENING

In this Christian stronghold, residents realize the
head belongs to the Prophet's grandson, not a
‘Kharijite rebel’, They express disgust, ring church
bells in mourning, and force the convoy to flee.

.__K_- sa

A\ _ outside the city walls.

THE DEFIANCE OF MOSUL

Mosul refuses entry. Up to 4,000 citizens
prepare to seize the head and bury it with
honor, forcing the convoy to halt 5 kilometers
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Signs, Miracles, and Awakenings

| 1

+ B C
[
1 - #
The Desolate Stop The Bleeding Boulders The Monk of Qansareen | B
(Divine Warning) p—1 (Physical Grief) (Spiritual Awakening)
~ Soldiers drinking are interrupted Outside Mosul and at Mount A Christian monk sees light rising
s by a hand appearing from a wall, Jawshan, the head of Imam Husayn from the head. He pays 10,000
- writing in blood with an iron pen. is rested on boulders. Drops of dirhams to honor the head for one
| < blood fall upon the stones. night and accepts Islam.
'& N\ y .
“Does a nation that killed Husayn Historical records state fresh j
hope for the intercession of his blood would emerge from these WEE:; r,:ﬁ eUcmhggf i? ;ﬂﬂfri:ﬁer
grandfather on the Day of spots every Ashura (known as diEhams e g’éune
Judgment?” Mashhad al-Nugtah). ;
A\ PN 7
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; THE TLLUMINATED PATH OF AWAKENING

The Revei;atinn
at Nusaybin

Turkey-Syria Border

' The horse carrying the head

L. refuses to move. When the head
falls, a local named Ibrahim
al-Mawsili recognizes it as the
Prophet’s grandson. Outraged,
the townspeople seize the head
and kill the soldier carrying it
before being subdued.

The Tragedy at
Mount ]a_ws_han

| Aleppo Outskirts

¥ Exhausted and refused basic
Bl provisions like bread and water

by the locals, one of Imam
Husayn's wives suffers a mis-

| carriage at the foot of the copper
mines. The site becomes forever

| known as Mashhad al-Sagtah

| (The Site of the Misca rriage).

In Aleppct, the heads are displayed publicly to the sound of
drums, while Imam Zayn al-Abidin weeps in a ruined lodging.
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The Illuminated Path of Awakening:

Townspeople shut their
doors and refuse water
to the soldiers.

54

“You killed Husayn and his
companions while they were thirsty!”

I

Soldiers attempt entry but

The eastern gate is barred.

No disbelief after faith, no misguidance
after guidance! We will never allow the
head of the Imam to enter our city!

A\

% face a lethal barrage of stones.

_—

The youth of the town reject appeasement,
demolish the entry bridge, and engage in a
deadly armed clash with Ibn Ziyad's soldiers.

Lady Umm Kulthum prays for their protection.
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THE TLLUMINATED PATH OF AWAKENING
THE ANOMALY OF BAALBEK & PROFOUND HUMILIATION

The Angnily_ _q_f_Baalbek

Unlike the fiercely resisting towns of central Syria, the city of Baalbek
(in present-day Lebanon) fully embraced the Umayyad propaganda.

The Humiliation
The governor ordered townspeople and children out to celebrate. The family of
the Prophet was paraded through the cheering crowds on unsaddled camels.

The Response
Witnessing the profound humiliation inflicted upon her family, Lady Umm Kulthum

»\,  cursed the town, while Imam Zayn al-Abidin recited poetry lamenting their agumzmg

condition before the final march to Damascus.
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: The Entry into Damascus

inated Path of Awakening
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city for three days while Damascus is
decorated for a massive, festive

Lady Umm Kulthum begs Shimr to use

a quiet gate and carry the heads away

so the crowds do not stare at the
opposite. He forces them through the
busiest gate in the city, keeping the heads
on spears directly alongside the captives
to maximize attention and humiliation.

Ahlulbayt are forced to wait outside the
celebration.

The Delay
The Denial

women of the Messenger of Allah.
The Spectacle

Shimr deliberately does the exact

Shimr
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THE ILLUMINATED PATH OF AWAKENING:
YAZID’S COURT & THE TURNING POINT IN DAMASCUS

=

Yazid places Imam Husayn’s head
before him, striking his lips with a
staff while reciting verses celebrating

revenge for the Battle of Badr.

The Truth Revealed

Lady Zaynab and Imam Zayn
al-Abidin deliver piercing
sermons, explicitly introducing
themselves as the Ahlulbayt.

The Companion

Abu Barzah al-Aslami openly
rebukes Yazid in front of the elite,
reminding him that the Prophet

kissed those very lips.

Military
Commanders

The Result

The audience, expecting defeated rebels, is horrified to realize
they are witnessing the captive family of the Messenger of Allah.
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The Paradox of the Journey

The Umayyad Intent The Historical Reality
The Public | A 1,800km triumphal parade to A 1,800km truth-telling campaign that
Displ display crushed rebels and broadcast the regime’s brutality and exposed
ISplay legitimize Yazid's rule. their propaganda across the empire.

- Sparked immediate uprisings, shifting public
Political Terrorize the empire into absolute | sentiment so drastically that Yazid was forced
Fallout submission. to release the captives and falsely blame his

governotr, Ibn Ziyad, for the massacre.
Secured the Ahlulbayt’s eternal legacy; the
Zpﬁé'iga?:y Erase Imam Husayn from history. | Umayyad political defeat began the very

moment they brought the captives to
Damascus.
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The Release | | The Reunion

Yielding to mounting public pressure According to widely accepted Shi'i historical
and a shifting political tide, Yazid _ ' consensus, Imam Zayn al-Abidin carried the
releases the captives, providing an escort blessed heads back from Damascus, reuniting them
for their return. ﬁ with the bodies of the martyrs at Karbala.
KARBALA Ll
DAMASCUS

What the Umayyads sought to erase in the dust of the
desert became history’s most enduring testimony to faith,
sacrifice, and the ultimate triumph over oppression.
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