
I. Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansari: The Living Archive 
Jabir was more than a pilgrim; he was a unique bridge between the Prophet’s era and the future 
of the Ahlulbayt. 

• A	Lifelong	Devotion:	Having	pledged	allegiance	to	the	Prophet	as	a	boy	at	the	Pledge	of	Aqaba,	
Jabir	was	one	of	only	six	Medinans	who	facilitated	the	Prophet’s	migration	(Hijrah).	He	
participated	in	19	battles	and	was	the	narrator	of	over	1,200	hadiths,	including	the	critical	
Hadith	al-Thaqalayn	(the	two	weighty	things:	the	Quran	and	the	Ahlulbayt).	

• The	Mission	to	Imam	al-Baqir:	The	Prophet	had	prophesied	to	Jabir	that	he	would	live	to	see	a	
grandson	named	Muhammad	who	would	"expound	knowledge"	(al-Baqir).	For	years	in	the	
Prophet’s	Masjid,	an	elderly,	nearly	blind	Jabir	would	call	out,	"Where	is	the	one	who	will	
expound	knowledge?".	He	eventually	identified	the	young	Imam	Muhammad	al-Baqir	by	his	
resemblance	to	the	Prophet	and	delivered	the	Prophet's	salam	to	him.	

• Prophetic	Healing:	Jabir’s	status	was	such	that	the	sources	record	him	being	healed	from	a	
coma	after	the	Prophet	sprinkled	him	with	water	from	his	ritual	ablution	(wudu).	

II. The First Arba’een: Authenticity and Atmosphere 
While modern Karbala hosts millions, Jabir arrived at a silent, uninhabited desert. 

• The	Miracle	of	Timing:	Academic	debates	regarding	how	Jabir	could	reach	Karbala	in	40	days	
are	answered	by	the	speed	of	communication	in	the	7th	century.	News	reached	Medina	via	
Umm	Salama,	who	saw	the	Prophet's	gift	of	Karbala	clay	turn	to	blood	the	moment	the	Imam	
was	martyred.	Historical	records	of	other	journeys,	such	as	Marwan’s	commander	traveling	
from	Damascus	to	Kufa	in	10	days,	suggest	the	timeline	was	entirely	feasible.	

• Identifying	the	Grave	by	Scent:	Because	there	were	no	physical	markers,	Jabir	identified	the	
Imam's	burial	spot	by	smelling	the	dust	of	the	ground	until	he	recognized	the	specific,	fragrant	
scent	of	Imam	Husayn.	

• Ritual	and	Resistance:	Jabir’s	use	of	perfume	(suhada)	and	ritual	bathing	in	the	Euphrates	
established	that	Arba'een	is	not	merely	a	cultural	day	of	mourning	but	a	religious	rite.	He	
addressed	the	grave	with	raw	honesty,	asking	why	the	"beloved"	did	not	answer,	before	
answering	his	own	question:	"How	can	you	answer	when	your	jugular	veins	have	been	
severed?".	

III. The Convergence at Karbala 
The meeting between the returning captives and Jabir transformed Karbala into a permanent site 
of communal mourning (majlis). 

• The	Arrival	of	the	Caravan:	As	a	caravan	appeared	on	the	horizon,	Jabir’s	companion	Atiyyah	
initially	feared	it	was	the	Umayyad	army.	Upon	recognizing	the	family,	he	ran	back	shouting,	
"Stand	up,	oh	Jabir!	This	is	Ali	ibn	al-Hussein".	

• The	Imam’s	Narration:	In	a	deeply	emotional	encounter,	the	young	Imam	hugged	Jabir	and	
began	narrating	the	geography	of	the	massacre:	"Here	our	men	were	killed...	even	the	infants	
were	massacred...	here	is	where	Abbas	fell".	

• Lady	Zaynab’s	Collapse:	Zaynab,	arriving	at	the	grave,	cried	out	that	she	had	lost	her	entire	
lineage—grandfather,	father,	mother,	and	brother—all	over	again	at	that	one	spot.	She	famously	
asked	the	Imam	to	take	her	to	the	grave	of	Abbas,	as	he	was	the	one	who	had	escorted	her	out	of	
Medina	with	such	honor.	

IV. The Return to Medina: Facing the Empty Home 



After staying at the graves for three days (until the 23rd of Safar), the family returned to the 
Prophet's city, Medina. 

• The	Devotion	of	Ummul	Benin:	The	arrival	was	defined	by	the	encounter	with	Ummul	Benin,	
the	mother	of	Abbas	and	his	three	brothers.	When	a	messenger	informed	her	of	her	sons'	deaths	
one	by	one,	she	dismissed	the	news,	asking	only	about	"Fatima's	son".	She	famously	declared	
that	she	would	swap	"seventy	Abbas's"	for	the	safety	of	Imam	Husayn.	

• The	Toll	of	the	Journey:	Lady	Zaynab,	aged	and	exhausted	at	55,	initially	refused	to	see	anyone	
due	to	the	physical	and	emotional	toll	of	the	captivity.	However,	upon	hearing	Ummul	Benin	was	
at	the	door,	the	two	women	ran	to	each	other	in	a	shared	embrace	of	grief.	

• The	Children’s	Questions:	The	return	was	haunted	by	the	absence	of	those	who	did	not	return.	
Small	children	in	Medina	asked	heart-breaking	questions:	"Where	is	my	six-month-old	
brother?"	and	"How	do	I	tell	a	child	that	her	father's	lips	were	dry	when	he	died?".	

This "Path of Awakening" established that every step taken toward Karbala is a step of spiritual 
purification, as later codified by Imam Sadiq, who taught that every step results in the erasure 
of a sin 
 


